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UNION GROVE HIGH SCHOOL
Course Syllabus

Instructor: Chris McMichen		Room #: 307 (Chorus Room)		Year: 2020-2021
School Phone: 678-583-8502		Email: chris.mcmichen@henry.k12.ga.us

Course Name:	Advanced Placement Music Theory 
								
Texts:	Tonal Harmony, 8th Ed.; Kostka and Payne (Boston: McGraw Hill, 2004)
	Tonal Harmony Workbook, 8th Ed.; Kostka and Payne (Boston: McGraw Hill, 2004)
	Music for Sight-Singing, 6th Ed.; Ottman (Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 2004)
	MacGamut Aural Training Program: www.macgamut.com 

Materials: 3-ring binder to serve as class Notebook (with dividers to help you be better organized)
Notebook paper
		Manuscript paper (www.blanksheetmusic.net) 
		Pencils (have at least 2 sharpened at all times – pens will not work)
		Assigned Textbook(s) and Workbook
                                                                                                                               

Course Description:  AP Music Theory is designed for the serious junior or senior music student who wishes to obtain a greater understanding of the mechanics and foundations of music. The course mirrors a college level Freshman Music Theory course.  The class will emphasize fundamentals, melody, voice leading, harmony, texture, harmonic progression, form and analysis. Students will also refine aural skills through dictation, sight-singing and aural analysis.

Course Outline and Content: Course Objectives:  At the conclusion of the course, students should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
a. Write and sing all major scales, all three forms of minor scales, whole tone scale and all standard modal scales
b. Notate pitch and rhythm using standard musical notation
c. Write out melodic and harmonic dictation 
d. Recognize all intervals within an octave and all four triad types
e. Analyze chords within a written piece of music using Roman Numerals
f. Realize a figured bass line
g. Realize a Roman Numeral chord progression
h. Write out a bass line and harmonic progression to a given melody
i. Identify and describe basic elements and processes in musical compositions using written and aural examples
j. Recognize harmonies in four voices, modulations to closely related keys and tonal relationships   

Course Outline: Material to be covered is consistent with the current AP Course Description.
	1st 6 weeks – Chapters 1 - 4
		Music Fundamentals
		Diatonic Triads and Chords in Major and Minor
		Melodic and Rhythmic Ear Training
		Sight Singing

	
2nd 6 weeks – Chapters 5 – 9
		Voice Leading
		Root Position Part Writing
		Harmonic Progression
		Triads in 1st and 2nd Inversion
		Melodic and Harmonic Dictation
		Aural Analysis
		Sight Singing

3rd 6 weeks – Chapters 10 – 12
		Cadences, Phrases and Periods
		Non-Chord Tones
		Melodic and Harmonic Dictation
		Aural Analysis
		Sight Singing

	4th 6 weeks – Chapters 13, 14, 16
		The V7 Chord
		The II7 and Vii7 Chord
		Secondary Functions
		Melodic and Harmonic Dictation
		Aural Analysis
		Sight Singing

	5th 6 weeks – Chapters 18, 20, 28 
		Modulations
		Binary and Ternary Forms
		Introduction to 20th Century Music
		Melodic and Harmonic Dictation
		Aural Analysis
		Sight Singing
		AP Test Preparation

	6th 6 weeks 
		AP Test Preparation
		Composition Projects

Notes: Terms: Terminology is extremely important in the AP Music Theory classroom. Terms listed in the AP Music Theory course description will be emphasized as they are encountered during the course of the year.
	Melodic and Harmonic Dictation: Dictation will move from simple rhythmic exercises through more complex melodies and chorale style harmonic dictation. Dictation examples will include original melodies, melodies taken from Music for Sight-Singing and from examples provided at AP Central and previous AP exams.
	Aural Analysis: Aural analysis will begin with simple metric and mode identification and will sequentially move through other skills such as cadence and period structure recognition. Examples will be taken from Barron’s Music Theory Test Prep & from examples provided at AP Central & previous AP exams.
	Sight Singing: Sight singing will move from simple rhythmic exercises and progress through simple quarter note melodies to more complex melodies. Sight singing examples will be taken from Music for Sight-Singing and from examples provided at AP Central and previous AP exams.
	
Special Assignments and Projects:  The final exams of the AP Music Theory course in the Fall and Spring will include a recital of student composed works. These projects will be introduced and completed during the final month of each semester. The compositions will be used to check various part writing and compositional skills and will be scored for instruments played/sung by the class members and other Fine Arts students.



Classroom Rules and Discipline Procedures: All students must adhere to the rules and expectations outlined in the Henry County Schools student handbook and the Union Grove High School student handbook addendum. General Chorus classroom rules:
A. NO FOOD or DRINK (H2O is OK) in the Chorus room at any time.
B. NO GUM is allowed in the Chorus room at any time.
C. No talking during rehearsal while engaged in learning.
D. Treat fellow students and their possessions with RESPECT.
E. Be in the Chorus Room when the bell sounds. Be in your seat with all class materials one minute after the bell.  We will start immediately.
F. GIVE 100% AT ALL TIMES!!!

Hall Pass Policy:  Students are required to utilize and display the standard issued UGHS pass at all times while out of the classroom, failure to do so will result in disciplinary consequences. Students are also required to fill out the Google form prior to leaving the classroom and document their return time on the same form. Teachers will not give out hall passes during the first ten minutes or last ten minutes of class. It is the teacher’s discretion to allow or deny a hall pass request.  Chorus expectation—3 passes allowed per semester only. Use only when necessary.  

Chromebook Policy: It is an expectation for students to have their charged Chromebook with them every day. Failure to do so will be regarded as “not being prepared for class.”

Grading System:  
20% of your grade is your Final Exam, the other 80% will include:
40% Major Assessments (Unit Tests)	
40% Minor Assessments (Daily work, Quizzes, Notebook checks) 

Make-up Policy: Written assignments, tests, and quizzes must be made up within the same time frame as your school days of absence.  For example, if you are absent for 2 school days, you will be given 2 school days to make-up your work. This task is yours to undertake.  Your first line of questioning about missed assignments will be your classmates or you may find the AP Theory Instructor before or after class. 

Cell Phone/Electronic Device Policy: The cell phone/electronic device policy begins when students enter the designated classroom area. All students will place all cell phones/devices in the teacher assigned caddy. During this time, cell phones must be turned off. Additionally, all smart watches or other electronic devices connected to the phone must be caddied until the end of class.  Cell phones/devices will remain caddied until the end of class. Students will NOT be allowed to take their phones/devices out of the room when they have a hall pass to the restroom, media center, etc.  Students will be allowed to use cell phones/devices before first period, during lunch, and during class transition. 

On Time Policy:
In order to be considered “on time” to class, the student must be across the threshold of the classroom or designated classroom area by the end of the tardy bell.

Remote Learning: 
Students participating in remote learning are expected to actively participate in daily instruction and follow all guidance provided by HCS, UGHS, the classroom teacher and this syllabus. This includes but is not limited to grading policies, attendance and preparation for class.

Unit Repair Plan: 
In an effort to aid in student mastery, each UGHS student will have the opportunity to participate in Unit Repair.  Unit Repair in Fine Arts will be for major assessments only and offered for those earning an initial grade of 84 or less.  It is the student’s responsibility to inform the instructor of their desire for reassessment and to get tutoring/additional practice completed before the reassessment.  The student has 2 weeks from the date the graded assessment is returned to complete the reassessment.  The final Unit Repair grade will be an average of the initial assessment grade and the reassessment. 

Tutoring/Help:  The student should feel free to ask for extra help before or after school.  Such time is given willingly, but the student should ask for this time in advance in order to set up a convenient appointment time for us both. See Mr. Mac to sign up & let’s work to improve!


*PLEASE BE SURE TO SIGN, HAVE A PARENT SIGN AND RETURN THE ATTACHED SYLLABUS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM FOR YOUR FIRST GRADE OF THE YEAR

















Union Grove HS Syllabus Acknowledgement Form



I have read and fully understand all of the objectives, requirements, and expectations for the Union Grove HS AP Music Theory course taught by Mr. Chris McMichen.

_____________________________________________
	        Student Printed Name

_____________________________________________			_______________
		Student signature							Date 

_____________________________________________
	         Parent Printed Name

_____________________________________________			_______________
Parent signature							Date

**Best Contact Information**_

Parent e-mail address:_______________________________________________________

Parent phone number:_______________________________________________________


**Please return this signed syllabus document to Mr. Mac no later than Monday, August 24th.  Be sure to return it only once it has been signed. 









[bookmark: _GoBack]
